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important .subjects, were printed and distributed from year
to year. A new version of the Tamil Scriptures being
prepared by Mr. Bhenius, who had settled at Palamcotta in
1820, the INagercoil missionaries largely assisted in the work
of revision, and great numbers of copies of the Holy Scrip-
tures were printed and circulated in the South of India.

In 1824 the number of congregations was nearly doubled,
rising to 48, under the care of 27 native teachers, while 47
schools were in operation, with a daily attendance of 1,300
scholars. And although during the succeeding year hun-
dreds of the people were carried off by cholera, yet others,
deeply impressed by this visitation, renounced their idolatries,
and placed themselves under Christian instruction.

The visit of the deputation from the Society, Messrs.
Tyerman and Bennett, in August, 1827, was the occasion of
an important modification in the plan of the mission. It
had been felt that the Western congregations laboured under
great disadvantages in consequence of being so remote from
the missionaries. It was therefore decided to divide the
mission into two distinct districts, each under the charge of
a European missionary. Neyoor, a small village at a distance
of about ten miles west of Nagercoil, was selected as the
head-quarters of the Western division. Though in itself an
unimportant village, it was situated in the midst of a dense
population, and lay close to the large towns of Iraniyal, the
head-quarters of a Tahsildar, or county magistrate, and
Tiruvithangodu, an ancient but decaying capital of the
kingdom, where great numbers of blacksmiths and other
branches of the Sudra caste and native Mohammedans
resided.

Mr. Mault remained at E'agercoil in charge of the East&rn
division, with the seminary, assisted by Mr. W. B. Addis,
who came out from England during this year as a school-
master, but was ordained after about three years' useful
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